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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29TH, 2020 
“RISING TO RESPOND TO CRISIS” 

HOUSING DIRECTOR ROUNDTABLE
Housing Director Roundtable co-hosted by National League of Cities 

Housing challenges and issues emanating from COVID-19 is a National and even Global phenomenon in 2020. After hearing from Local 
Housing Researcher, Austin Harrison, key contributor of the State of Memphis Housing Report: Rising to Respond to Crisis we will had 
a robust discussion led by National League of Cities’ Lauren Lowery, where Housing Director’s from other large majority-Black cities will 
respond to the report’s key findings in the context of shared challenges and how housing leadership in other peer cities are working towards 
equitable solutions to these exacerbated problems. Go to www.memphishcd.org/summit for more info.

Session Introduction by 
Mayor Jim Strickland, 

City of Memphis

Paul Young
Director, City of Memphis HCD

Donald Rencher
Director of Housing, 

City of Detroit

Tyra Brown Johnson
Director of Housing, City of New 

Orleans

Lauren Lowery (Moderator) 
Program Director, Housing & 

Community Development

15



16

THE STATE OF HOUSING IN MEMPHIS
This discussion provided a high level overview of data and statistics regarding the state of the housing market in the City of Memphis. This session 
also highlighted information that is more thoroughly discussed in the recently released State of Memphis Housing Report. See website for details.

Introduction by Mairi Albertson, 
Deputy Director, Memphis HCD

Austin Harrison
Local Housing Researcher

SYSTEMIC RACISM AND MEMPHIS NEIGHBORHOODS
Co-Hosted by Tennessee Housing Development Agency

Terri Freeman of the National Civil Rights Museum and Richard Rothstein, author of the groundbreaking book, Color of Law, discussed 
how a history of intentional policies has perpetuated and sustained systemic racism and residential segregation in Memphis and other 
large U.S. cities across the country. This dialogue set the groundwork for Memphis to begin having more necessary difficult conversa-
tions around how we can address the way systemic racism leads to inequitable neighborhoods in our city. 

Session Introduction by 
Ralph Perrey

Executive Director, THDA

Richard Rothstein
Senior Fellow NAACP, 

Author of The Color of Law

Moderated by Dr. Terri Freeman 
Executive Director, National Civil 

Rights Museum

BLACK WEALTH GAP AND ITS IMPACT ON NEIGHBORHOODS
Co-Hosted by the Urban Land Institute – Memphis.

Brookings Institute’s Dr. Andre Perry joined Memphis’ Mayor Jim Strickland for a direct conversation surrounding one of America’s most en-
trenched problems: the growing Black wealth gap. Dr. Perry’s new book Know Your Price explores how Black wealth is thwarted by appraisal   
practices resulting in continuous undervaluation of Black-owned property, especially in majority Black cities like Memphis. Mayor Strickland 
discussed this issue leveraging the national narrative to discern strategies for Memphis to address this in our neighborhoods. 

Joyce Cox (Introduction)
Manager, Memphis Division of 

HCD

Dr. Andre Perry
Brookings Institute

Mayor Jim Strickland
Moderator

Closing Remarks by Paul Young
Urban Land Institute-Memphis 

Board Chair
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SESSION 1: DEMYSTIFYING DISPLACEMENT
Words like gentrification and displacement are discussed in the media nationally and locally, but the context is often confusing. Additionally, un-
derstanding what the underlying problem really is, can be difficult. This session is designed to demystify these concepts and discuss what is really 
happening in our communities so we can better understand what a holistic response can look like for all Memphis neighborhoods.

Dominic Moulden
Resource Organizer, One DC

Dexter Washington
Chief Operating Officer, 

Memphis Housing Authority

Justin Merrick (Moderator)
Executive Director, Center for 
Transforming Communities

Ian Nunley
Program Officer, Hyde Family 

Foundation (Introduction)

SESSION 2: WHAT EVICTIONS & HOMELESSNESS DO TO OUR COMMUNITIES? 
Drive down many streets in Memphis neighborhoods and you’ll see “picker piles” of someone’s belongings in front of homes and apartments, 
meaning an eviction has likely occurred. In 2018, there were reported to be 1,226 persons experiencing homelessness and each year an average 
of 30,000 Memphians will face a formal eviction filing. These numbers are products of chronic challenge facing the Memphis community. This 
session will further discuss what the means for our neighborhoods and how we can ultimately win the fight against homelessness, an even more 
important fight during the COVID-era. 

Kathryn Howell
Assistant Professor and Co-
Director of RVA Eviction Lab

Kelcey Johnson
Executive Director, 

Hospitality Hub

Mary Hamlett (Moderator)
Vice President of 

Family Programs, MIFA 

Kimberly Mitchell (Introduction)
Homeless & Special Needs 

Administrator, Memphis HCD 

SESSION 3: HOMEBUYING TRENDS BY DEMOGRAPHICS
With national renting trends on the rise, many housing experts cite different demographic trends when understanding why or how this is happen-
ing. Whether it be millennial homebuying, black homebuying, or a variety of different demographics, understanding these trends remains impor-
tant for the larger housing and community development field in Memphis. This discussion will examine the details of homebuying trends nationally 
and in Memphis and talk to on-the-ground experts working to encourage homeownership to build wealth and stabilize communities.

Jung Hyun Choi
Research Associate,

Urban Institute

Brody Wamble
Community Affairs Officer,

Simmons Bank

Steve O’Connor (Moderator)
President, Mortgage Bankers 

Association 

Juanita Hamilton
Manager, Down Payment 

Assistance Program
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SESSION 4: FUTURE OF RESIDENTIAL INTEGRATION IN MEMPHIS
The economic make-up of Memphis’ neighborhoods is undergoing a great change during the COVID-19 era. Mixing incomes at the building, 
development, and neighborhood level is always easier said than done. Come listen to local and national experts who have done it before and 
discuss what the prospects of further economic integration could look like throughout Memphis, especially in a post-COVID world.

SESSION 5: NEIGHBORHOOD INFORMATION FOR ACTION
In this day and age, with computers in our pockets, public information is easier to get than ever, providing advocates with another tool in their 
toolbox to orchestrate authentic “bottom up” change. We’ll discuss where this information is and how you can actionably access it to support the 
community-based activism you are doing day to day

SESSION 6: IMPACT OF CATALYTIC DEVELOPMENTS ON NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES
Large-scale developments often have immediate impacts on neighboring communities, altering the fabric of surrounding areas. With more of 
these large projects underway and more on the horizon, understanding the impact these large developments have on walkability, access to ame-
nities, and availability of affordable housing are all important aspects of catalytic developments necessary to keep in mind. This session will situate 
these important aspects and many more as catalytic thinkers and doers discuss what all of this means in the Memphis context.

Abby Miller
Vice President, Memphis

Medical District Collaborative

Tracy Hadden Loh
Fellow, Center for Transformative 
Placemaking, Brooking Institution

Ashley Cash (Moderator)
Administrator, Memphis Office
of Comprehensive Planning

Tanja Mitchell (Introduction)
Director of Community

Engagement, The Works CDC 

Taryn Gress
Strategic Director National Initiative 

on Mixed-Income Communities

Frankie Blackburn
Co-Founder, Trusted Space 

Partners

Archie Willis
President/CEO,

ComCap Partners

Milandria King (Moderator)
Attorney, Memphis Area 

Legal Services

Tenya Coleman (Introduction)
Compliance Administrator, 

City of Memphis HCD

Andreanecia Morris
Executive Director, Housing 

NOLA

Altonio Smith
Community Data Lead,

 Innovate Memphis

Sarah Harris, Sr. (Moderator)
Performance Analyst, Memphis 

Office of Performance Mgt.

Meka Egwuekwe
(Introduction)

Co-Founder, CodeCrew
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We the family would like to thank you for your acts of kindness, love 
and support during our  me of bereavement. Please con  nue to keep 

us in your thoughts and prayers in the days to come.
 

Honorary Pallbearers
    Keith Spencer                Jeremy Farmer
    JusƟ n BaƩ s                    Brian BaƩ s
    Timothy Turner      CurƟ s Jones



Scripture Reading...................................................................Pastor Donald Davis
Spiritual Union Abide In Christ Ministry

SelecƟ on......................................................................................Sheila Whitmore
    Sherry Stepter

Expressions (3 minutes please)...........Linda Miller-Mills (Melrose Class of 1968)
    Jeremy Farmer (Godson)
    Charlie Chuck Thomas, III (Neighbor)
    Sysco (Representa  ve)

SelecƟ on......................................................................................Sheila Whitmore
    Sherry Stepter

Silent Reading of the Obituary

Tribute...................................................Melrose Golden Wildcats Football Team,
Pastor Donald Davis & Coaching Staff 

Acknowledgements..................................................LaSchunn Dickerson (Cousin)

SelecƟ on..............................................................................Felix Woods (Brother)                                                                        

Eulogy.......................................................................................Elder Earl Shannon
St. Luke Church, Olive Branch  

Repast immediately following the service:
VerƟ s Sells Community Center

2572 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38114

Charles Leon Woods, Jr. was born October 26, 1950 in Memphis Tennessee to the parents of Mary BaƩ s-Woods and 
the late Charles Leon Woods, Sr. He professed his love for Christ by being bapƟ zed at Mt. Moriah BapƟ st Church in 
the heart of Orange Mound. As a preschooler, he aƩ ended Maryland Kindergarten. He became a Golden Wildcat 
at a very early age as he aƩ ended Melrose Elementary, Junior High and High School-graduaƟ ng in the mighty class 
of 1968. Charles conƟ nued his studies at Tennessee State University in Nashville, Tennessee. His love for learning 
expanded, as he joined the United States Air Force and began a promising career in 1970.  While on acƟ ve duty, 
he moved up the ranks to become a Sargent in the U.S. Air Force. Following his military term, Charles received an 
honorable discharge on February 22, 1974.

Upon returning to Memphis, Charles began a career at Harding Sysco, Memphis, TN on March 27, 1978. He worked 
as an Outbound Order Selector and in various other capaciƟ es during his tenure. His love and dedicaƟ on for work 
was unexplainable, as he never missed a day during his 29 years of service. As a testament to his commitment, he 
always arrived 2 hours early for work each day. During his career, he received the Hall of Fame Award, The Year 
of the Customer-Sterling Silver Award, and countless CerƟ fi cates of Achievement. He exceeded the number of 
company awards given to employees. Charles was deeply admired by his co-workers as they aff ecƟ onately called 
him “CharlieWoods”, like Hollywood because he wore the army green issued military jacket, boots and dark green 
glasses. He was one the hardest working men on the job.  

Upon reƟ ring in 2007, Charles dedicated his life to his family and his community. His love for all was infecƟ ous and 
uncondiƟ onal as he enjoyed “Caƞ ish” on Fridays before “Friday Night Lights” at Melrose Stadium. During the week 
he spent countless hours watching the Melrose Football Team pracƟ ce and prepare for games. As he joined the team 
for dinner on Thursday’s, he established meaningful relaƟ onships with students throughout the years as he was an 
acƟ ve alumnus who contributed his Ɵ me and money to support the program.

To have a conversaƟ on with Charles was enlightening as he spoke confi dently about any subject maƩ er: sports 
staƟ sƟ cs, historical events, the latest news story, poliƟ cs- and he had the staƟ sƟ cs to prove it.  His brilliance was 
paramount, to know him was to love him, as we will miss his huge heart, infecƟ ous smile and his love for life. He 
leaves to cherish his memory: Mary BaƩ s-Woods (mother), Felix Woods (brother), Beverly Woods (sister), Jerome 
Woods (brother), his niece Matoiri Spencer (Keith), his nephew Derrick Woods (LaQuita), Deloris Farmer (friend), 
Jeremy Farmer (Godson), the Golden Wildcat Class of 1968 and a host of family and friends.  

“The Sta  s  cian”
The Greatest Melrose Golden Wildcat Ever!







The family of the late Wendell Scruggs, II would like to express our great-
est appreciation to everyone who sent cards, called, visited or said a prayer.  
Words cannot express our heartfelt appreciation of all the love and sup-
port shown to us during this diffi cult time.  Special thanks to the Fireside 
Temple Church of God in Christ family and the Emmanuel Temple Church 
of God in Christ family.  Again, thank you and our prayer is that God may 

continue to bless you.

Active Pallbearers

Kevin Sims      Melvin Monger
Dave Tillman       Terry Grant
Jerry Turner       Elton Wallace

Honorary Pallbearers

Brandon Martin       Kevin Martin Jr.
Eric Scruggs, Sr.    Luther Scruggs II

Tommy Scruggs III      Stephen Arnett
Rodrequs Scruggs         Preston Brewer

Ronald Brewer

Interment

Memorial Park (Southwood)
5485 Hacks Cross Road

Memphis, TN 38125

Arrangements Entrusted to:

 E.H. Ford Mortuary Service
3390 Elvis Presley Blvd.

Memphis, TN 38116
Phone: 901-345-9558

Repast

Fireside Temple Church Of God In Christ
4257 Chuck Avenue
Memphis, TN 38118



Wendell Scruggs, II. was born in Memphis, Tennessee  on July 16, 
1970 to Dr. Granville and Bobbie J. Scruggs.  He was the oldest of 
four siblings.  Wendell was a member of Fireside Temple Church of 
God In Christ.

Wendell graduated from Mitchell High School in 1988 where he 
played football.  Wendell continued his love for playing football at 
Lane College for two years. Wendell lived in Springfi eld, Mo. for 
many years and recently moved back to Memphis where he was 
employed at Classic Party Rentals as an assembler. 

Wendell leaves to cherish his memory:  Father and Mother (Dr. 
Granville and Bobbie J. Scruggs), his son Wendell Scruggs III, one 
brother (Granville II), two sisters Marsha Martin (Kevin) and Carol 
Scruggs. His grand-mothers  (Ida Scruggs and Estella Brewer), two 
grandfathers who preceded him in death (Luther Scruggs, Sr. and 
Primes Brewer, Sr.) seven Uncles Tommy Scruggs, II (Virgie), Otha 
Brewer, Primes Brewer Jr., Sylvester Brewer, Luther Scruggs (De-
lois), Jessie Scruggs (Brenda)  Anthony Scruggs, four Aunts, Doro-
thy Smith (Charles), Vernita Scruggs, Sallie Arnett (James), Emma 
Brown (Larry), one Niece Tamia Martin, two Nephews Brandon and 
Kevin Martin II, and a host of cousins and friends.

The Organ Prelude

Prayer……................................……..Minister Douglas Taylor

Old Testament…………………………...Elder Peter Obasuyi

New ………………………………..... Elder Robert Shepherd

Selection

Expressions (Friends and Family - 3 mins)
Kevin Sims

Melvin Monger
Dave Tillman

Words of Comfort….…............…………..Pastor Mose Caroll
New Highway Church of God in Christ

Acknowledgements……………………..Deaconess Artie Hill

Obituary read silently

Sermonic solo…….......………………Missionary Joyce Cox

Eulogy…………..........……………Bishop Felton M. Smith
Jurisdictional Prelate Tennessee Eastern 1st Jurisdiction 

Recessional

“Remains will not be viewed”

Facilitator................................................Elder Robert Buckner






































































